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Ascension of the Lord

What is your reason for hope?  Are you able to have any reason to have hope for 
this world and for the world to come? Every Sunday we profess that we believe 
Jesus ascended to the Father.   What that means for us?  It means that Jesus gives 
us a hope like no other.

Why would I dare to say that Jesus offers us hope like no other? Many people all 
we have to do is look to the news to be left feeling that there is no hope that this 
world will get better and that the message of Jesus means nothing at all.  Some 
say that we should give up on faith and religion because to be concerned, because 
yet another reason for us to be divided instead of united over what to do.  
Division is real and we are all aware that division is pulling our country and even 
the Church apart. Division is the greatest reasons for losing hope.  Yet, look at the 
people of Ukraine have offered an amazing example of resiliency under their 
president, Volodymyr Zelenskyy.  Why?  Because they have hope and he is their 
hope-filled leader.  Our divisions, on the other hand, which only seem be growing 
stronger, undermine our hope. We have also seen pictures of the people of 
Ukraine, gathering their churches for strength. Even more than a charismatic 
leader like Volodymyr Zelenskyy, Jesus is our lasting hope. Human leaders come 
and go, Jesus is eternal.  The Ascension is one more example of the eternal hope 
of heaven that Jesus offers to each one of us and to all the world.  Here is what I 
mean. 

When Jesus ascends to heaven, it first seems that God is “withdrawing” from 
them, that hope is lost.  The God who was made visible in the person of Jesus, is 
no longer visible.   Here I am going to quote St. Leo the Great: “…in spite of the 
withdrawal from [their]sight . . . faith does not fail, hope is not shaken, charity 
does not grow cold.”  My brothers and sisters, here is the hope that Jesus offers 
us, and again this is from St. Leo: “… “… our Redeemer’s visible presence has 
passed into the sacraments.  Our faith is nobler and stronger . . . [and] has 
increased by the Lord’s ascension and strengthened by the gift of the Holy Spirit; 
it would remain unshaken by fetters and imprisonment, exile and hunger, fire and 
ravening beasts and the most refined tortures ever devised by brutal persecutors.  
Throughout the world, women no less than men, tender girls as well as boys, have 
given their life’s blood in the struggle for this faith.  It is a faith that has driven out 



devils, healed the sick and raised the dead.”  Those words are a powerful message 
of hope.  

God is love and the love is God is our reason to never lose hope. Jesus is God’s 
love revealed to us personally, in his person.  This means that love is more than a 
concept or a feeling or even an action or whole set of actions, faith, hope and love 
is a person, Jesus Christ.  We are united to him through our love of him.  Through 
love, Jesus did not withdraw from heaven when he descended to earth, through 
love he did not withdraw from earth when he ascended into heaven.  We who are 
members of the body are promised to follow where the head has gone! He is our 
hope and hope empowers us to love.  Let me give you a personal example. 

While I was reading about the story of the shooting in Uvalde, Texas I noticed the 
picture of the prayer service that was at the local parish, Sacred Heart Church.  I 
know that many of you with children or grandchildren identified with the parents 
and grandparents who lost their little children and grandchildren.  I, for my part, 
started to imagine what it must be like for the pastor there.  One of the children 
who was killed had received her first communion just the Sunday before.  I am 
imagined what it would be like to prepare for not just one funeral, but for several, 
and all of young children. What a hopeless experience that would be.  There I was 
at my dining room table in isolation, and the Holy Spirit helped me realize that 
there is something that I can do.  I looked the phone number of Sacred Heart 
Parish in Uvalde.  I told the receptionist who answered that we at St. Louise in 
Bellevue had a special prayer service for them the night before and that we would 
be praying for them this weekend.  I asked her to let the pastor know.  She was so 
very grateful.  Faith and love give us hope and help us to be messengers of hope to 
those living in the shadow of death.            

Let me close with these words from St. Augustine: “Out of compassion for us, he 
descended from heaven, and although he ascended alone, we also ascend, 
because we are in him by grace.”   

Christ ascended into heaven is our hope!      


